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“I am proud to be a 

part of this  

organization 

because it is truly 

committed to 

providing  

professional services 

to those who would 

otherwise have to 

fend without.”  

 

~Pat Kandziora,  
M&I Bank, Vice President of 

Business Banking 
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Mission Statement 

 

Centro Legal provides affordable legal representation in family 

law and criminal misdemeanor defense cases to  

low-income clients who would otherwise face the court system 

alone. Our attorneys help clients transition out of poverty  

toward safety and self-sufficiency. 

2 



Statement from the Interim Directors 
Dear Friends: 

 

Centro Legal gives us much to be proud of.  We have the privilege of 

working with a talented staff, a dedicated Board of Directors, and inspiring 

clients.  It is easy getting up for work each morning knowing that our services 

are critical to the lives of those we serve. Consider: 

 

 -“Lily” a victim of domestic violence with cognitive disabilities who is 

fighting for the safety and custody of her child. 

 

     -“Tyler” a college student who was charged with a vehicular 

misdemeanor and who is concerned that a conviction would hinder 

his ability to find a job upon graduation. 

 

     -“Debra” a family law client who has lived apart from her husband for 

years, but who was too intimidated by the court to pursue a  divorce 

without help. 

 

These are but three of the many clients we meet every week.  Each client 

receives our full attention and the highest quality legal assistance we can 

offer. Finding practical legal solutions to family and criminal issues that can 

devastate economically vulnerable people like “Lily,” “Tyler” and “Debra” is 

what we do.  

 

As Centro Legal’s transitional leadership team, we seek to extend our 

mission into the broader community and help more individuals who face the 

daunting task of navigating the justice system.  Our outreach program is one 

example.  Since spring 2008, Centro Legal attorneys have educated the 

community about the basics of the legal system before problems occur. Our 

free family law workshops teach service providers and potential clients 

about the legal procedures associated with common family law issues.  The 

aim is to inform class participants about what realistic expectations they can 

have from the Family Court.  Look for us at resource fairs and community 

meetings where we will be getting the word out about what we do to those 

who need our help.    

 

While we are expanding our reach to educate the community, our core 

services remain litigation and representing clients in court.  As always, our 

attorneys are committed to the fundamental mission of advocating on 

behalf of the best interests of those whose economic circumstances may 

render an attorney inaccessible.  

 

With your support, we will continue to provide meaningful legal counsel to 

those who would otherwise face the justice system alone. Thank you.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 

“With the continued 

help from Centro 

Legal, I feel 

confident.” 

 

~Anonymous 

Client 

Jason Mishelow  
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“My hope for me 

and my family is 

to raise my kids 

in a safe, healthy 

environment.” 

 

~Anonymous 

Client 

Harvey Kurtz, Board Chair 

Statement from the Board Chair 

Centro Legal helped nearly six hundred clients in 2007, and many 

more taking family members into account. Clients sought help and 

found solutions that helped them achieve safety, stability and self-

reliance. We did this with the help of a dedicated staff, a 

committed, working Board of Directors, and the support of our 

funders and donors. Thanks to each of you. 

 

Looking back on my three years of Board service, I see that Centro 

Legal is fulfilling its mission and undergoing its transformation into a 

stronger and more stable institution. We are turning our own hopes 

into action. We are pursuing financial stability; developing a highly 

professional work place, with systems, procedures, data collection, 

and other improvements; striving to provide our employees with 

benefits and a safe workplace; planning for the future with a five-

year business plan; and paying attention to the growth and 

development of our outstanding professionals.  

 

We recognized that our clients often need help in addition to direct 

legal representation. We are actively developing relationships with 

other social service agencies to educate ourselves about the many 

services that are available so that we can refer our clients as 

effectively as possible. We are collaborating with some of these 

agencies to provide education about family law court proceedings 

as a means of extending our outreach and making broader use of 

our staff’s expertise.  

 

The challenge for all of us is to find ways to meet the unmet needs of 

the thousands of misdemeanor defendants and family court litigants 

who represent themselves without benefit of legal counsel. We are 

developing an effective model to offer assistance to more of those 

litigants and help them turn their hopes into action. With your 

continued support, we can do it. 

 

 

  

4 



                         Background 

                      Looking Ahead 

In the future, we will continue to evaluate and improve our services. 

We plan to reach out to more potential clients and increase 

awareness of our services.  

 

Centro Legal attorneys will continue to offer education courses for 

potential pro se litigants concerning family court issues. We hope that 

after learning about court procedures and terminology, litigants will 

be able to make more informed decisions about how to best 

approach the legal system. These free classes will be taught 

throughout the community at agencies that serve similar clients.  

 

We must continue to secure diverse funding sources from a broader 

audience. To accomplish this, we will increase our fundraising efforts, 

engage new partners and supporters, and collaborate with other 

organizations. 

Centro Legal was founded in 1991 by two bilingual attorneys as a  

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Centro Legal was initially designed to 

serve Milwaukee’s Spanish-speaking community. Over the years, we 

have maintained our name and south-side location, but we have 

grown to serve a very diverse client group.   

 

Centro Legal’s areas of practice have evolved with  

time; today we serve clients in family law and criminal 

misdemeanor defense cases. We chose these practice 

areas because of the large number of litigants who 

require representation in Milwaukee’s family and criminal 

courts.  

“Centro Legal is that 

rare job where 

idealistic plans about 

equality, service and 

fairness have not only 

survived, but have 

continued to grow 

and strengthen over 

time.” 

 

~ Jason Mishelow, 
Centro Legal Family Law 

Attorney, Interim  Co-Director 
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Our Services 

 

Centro Legal litigates and represents 

clients throughout their legal matters. We 

ensure that our clients understand their 

options and the court process. Our staff 

includes four full-time bilingual Spanish 

speakers and we use volunteer 

interpreters to provide other language 

assistance when necessary. 

 

 

                                                                            

            Family Law Services 
 

 

                Divorce                              Paternity 

     Child Placement                    Spousal Support 

      Child Support                     Guardian ad Litem 

   Child Custody                     Domestic Abuse 

                          Restraining Order 

 

Criminal Defense Services 
 

  

        Battery                 Theft     

      No Contact Violation              Disorderly Conduct 

      Operating After Revocation         Diversion Agreements 

      Operating While Intoxicated         Possession of Controlled 

      Deferred Prosecution Agreements  Substances 

“Centro Legal 

provides me with the 

opportunity to serve 

victims of domestic 

violence, something  

I feel very strongly 

about.” 

 

~Jessica Marquez 

Murphy,  
Centro Legal Family Law 

Attorney 
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Client Story — Family Law 

Tom* came to Centro Legal desperate to be named the legal father 

of his youngest son. The child was only one month old and Tom was 

not married to the child’s mother, so they needed to go through 

paternity court to have Tom declared the father.  The mother 

suffered from a serious drug addiction, and Tom was concerned for 

his son’s wellbeing.  

 

Centro Legal helped Tom file for paternity and Tom was adjudicated 

the father. He was granted sole custody and placement.  Tom 

found solace in knowing that he had secured the rights to his son.   

 

When Tom’s ex-wife, the mother of his two older children, filed for 

primary placement, Tom knew he could turn to Centro Legal again 

for help.  The wife had threatened to strip away the equal 

placement that Tom had since the divorce.  Tom was terrified of 

losing contact with his older two children. 

 

Per instruction from his attorney, Tom applied for 

the appropriate state benefits, secured a stable 

job, and was present and punctual for every  

meeting and hearing the court scheduled. 

Thankfully, the court decided to keep the same 

placement agreement as before, so each  

parent had equal time with the children. Today, 

Tom enjoys raising his children at home and 

knowing that he can have his family together.   

“I worry that my 

husband might be 

able to take the baby 

on his own and could  

harm her.” 

 

“I don't think I can do 

it by myself”. 

 

~ Anonymous 

Clients 
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Client Story — Misdemeanor Defense 
“Espero que Centro 

Legal me ayude a 

tomar las mejores 

decisiones.” 

 

~ Anonymous 

Client 

 

(Translation: I hope 

that Centro Legal 

helps me make 

better decisions.) 

When Kevin* came to Centro Legal, it was easy to see that behind 

his friendly smile and handshake, he was struggling.  

 

As a juvenile, Kevin had gotten into some minor trouble with the law, 

but he had made amends and cleaned up his act since then. He 

was attending college and it seemed that everything was going 

well. Then,  one day, his wife left him. In the aftermath, he was 

charged with  Operating While Intoxicated (OWI). Kevin could see 

the direction he was going in and he decided to change it.  

 

Kevin hired Centro Legal to defend 

him in court and his attorney was able 

to keep the case open long enough 

to get Kevin intensive alcohol 

treatment.  After some time in 

treatment, Kevin managed to 

reconcile with his wife, make up his 

missed schoolwork, and stay in school. 

  

During sentencing, Kevin pled guilty to 

the OWI. With guidance from his 

attorney, Kevin was able to show the court the positive changes he 

was making in his life and the new direction he was going.  The court 

could have sentenced Kevin to more than one month in jail, making 

it almost impossible for him to graduate on time and keep his job. 

However, the court fashioned a sentence that enabled Kevin to 

work and study while continuing necessary alcohol treatment. 

 

Centro Legal is proud to have helped Kevin stay on a constructive 

path.  In the short time since Kevin first came to Centro Legal, he has 

completed his alcohol treatment program and earned his 

bachelor’s degree in business administration. 

Photography by: Jerry King 
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Events 
 

On November 8, 2007, Centro Legal sponsored the 

“Discover Centro Legal” event at Discovery World. 

Board and staff raised awareness about the 

organization’s efforts in the community. Guests 

enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and listened to speakers  

D. Michael Guerin and Justice Louis Butler. 

Centro Legal Board of Directors  

 

 

“Going forward, we hope to raise 

awareness about the essential services 

Centro Legal provides in helping 

families transition out of poverty and 

we are working to cultivate many new 

friends in the community.” 

 

~Jessica Poliner, 
Metavante, Corporate Counsel 

 

Centro Legal  Secretary and 

Chair of Development Committee 

Photography by: Zaitz Photography 
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2007 Adult Client Demographics 

Hispanic 

40%

Other 1%

African 

American 
24%

Asian 5%

Caucasian 

30%

Client Ethnic Background

*For  reference: a family 

of four with an income 

of $21,200 is at 100% of 

the 2008 Federal Poverty 

guidelines, or the 

“poverty level.” A family 

of four with an income 

of $42,400 is at 200% of 

the poverty level. 

“Our attorneys solve 

fundamental legal 

problems, allowing 

clients to maintain 

employment and 

stable households.” 

 

Daniel Vaccaro,  
Michael Best & Friedrich, 

Partner 

 

Centro Legal Vice President 
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2007 Financials 

 

     592 Cases Closed in 2007 
 

139 (23%) Criminal Law Cases 

197 (33%) G.A.L.* Cases 

256 (43%) Family Law Cases 

 

 

       

 598 Cases Opened in 2007 
 

133 (22%) Criminal Law Cases 

243 (41%) G.A.L. * Cases 

 176 Minor Alleged Fathers  

             Paternity Cases 

 67 Family G.A.L. Cases 

222 (37%) Family Law Cases 

Revenue & Support

Donations & Grants

$363,190
68%

G.A.L.*

$51,000
10%

Client Fees

$115,000
22%

Other Programs Costs

$18,978

4%  
Occupancy Costs

$35,708

8% 

Administration &

Development Costs

$52,213

13%

Expenses

Salaries

$347,439
75%

“Each year we strive 

to serve more clients; 

every dollar donated 

allows us to meet the 

needs of more 

Milwaukee residents.” 

 

~Domingo Cruz,  
Northwestern Mutual, 

Assistant General Counsel 

 

Centro Legal Treasurer, Chair 

of Human Resources, and 

Finance and Audit 

Committee 
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2007 Supporters 
Karyn Rotker 

Katherine McCormack 

Kathleen Quinn 

Katie Ruidl 

Kenneth & Martha Berg 

Laura A. Baker 

Lawrence & Charlene Lynch 

Luis Garza 

Lynette Jarrean 

Marcia E. Facey 

Margaret & B. Lauren Charous 

Mark & Comm. Sandy Grady 

Mark Leitner 

Mary H. Payne 

Mary Scheibel 

Melissa S. Blair 

Michael & Tracy Lappin 

Michael Berzowski 

Michael D. Fischer 

Michael Morgan 

Michelle Velasquez  

Miguel Angel Pino 

Neil C. McGinn 

Norman Fons 

Pat Kandziora 

Patricia Fricker 

Patricia Matusiak 

Patricia McGowan 

Paul Hauer 

Peter & Joan Bruce 

Rebholz & Auberry 

Richard J. Podell 

Robert M. Courtney 

Robert N. Meyeroff 

Robin E. Dorman 

Robin Miller 

Roger L. Pettit 

Rose Marie  

Ruhee Divgi 

Sarah Blackwell 

Sarah J. Friday 

Sean Duffey 

Sheila Gavin 

Shirin Cabraal 

Srikanth Kothur 

Stephen Waller 

Steven & Victoria Eggebrecht 

Steven B. Rynecki 

Steven McGaver 

Terry & Linda Johnson 

Thomas C. Hochstatter 

Todd Jex 

William Reddin 

 

In-Kind Donations 

Anonymous 

Barbara L. Burbach 

Chris Ford 

Ileene & Robert Levine 

Lisette & John Khalil 

 

 

 

Rodd & Andrea Schneider 

Rodney Cubbie 

Sharon Davison 

Stephen Kravit 

Steve Holt 

Steven David Poliner 

Terry & Bill Corrigan 

Thomas P. Guszkowski 

W. Stuart Parsons 

Wendy Reed Bosworth &  

      Robinson Bosworth III 

William Mulligan 

William Thiemann 

 

$1 to $99 

Adam Bazelon 

Alan Baron 

Angela Kvitera 

Ann & Matthew Granitz 

Anonymous 

Arnold Ericsen 

Bernard Bobber 

Beth & Scott Rodenhuis 

Brenda Wood 

Bryan Foster 

Carl B. Hampton 

Carrie Watkins 

Catherine Podolin 

Cathy Grogan 

Cedric Cornwall 

Cindy Angelos 

Corinthia Van Orsdol 

Daniel Barlich 

David & Denise Ryan 

David & Naomi Cobb 

David L. De Bruin 

David Loeffler 

David M. Lerman 

Deborah & Jamshed Patel 

Deborah Darin 

Dennis M. Grzezinski 

E. Michael & Barbara McCann 

Edward M. Ehrlich  

Fred Tabak 

Harold O. Rocha 

Harold Stein 

Harvey & Judy Alligood 

Heather Gatewood 

Heather Van Vugt Ramirez 

Heidi M. Hida 

Hon. Kitty Brennan 

James & Celestina Sanders 

James & Susie Martin 

James A. Walrath 

James Brennan 

James Rebholz 

Jeff Crabb 

Joel Haubrich  

John F. Hovel 

John Wesley Warren 

Joseph Peltz 

Justice Shirley Abrahamson 

Kara Hargan 

 

$100 to $499 

Aida R. Vinent 

Ana Maria M. Guzman 

Andrew Pergande 

Anonymous 

Arthur Fink 

Barbara & Donald Buzard 

Barbara Becker & Slack Ulrich 

Barbara L. Burbach 

Ben Booher 

Chris Ford 

Christina Ekegren 

Chuck & Patti Kahn 

Clifford Meldman 

Comm. Nancy Sturm 

Comm. William Honrath &   

      Elizabeth Blackwood 

Daniel Shneidman 

David A. Feiss 

Donald S. Jackson 

Dubin & Balistreri LTD 

Eric. D. Steele 

Eugene Crossot 

Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown 

Hon. Joseph D. Frinzi 

Hon. Leah Lampone 

Jacqueline Boynton 

James & Martha Clark 

Joan Pendergast &  

       Jo Swamp 

John B. Haydon 

John Barrett 

John Birdsall 

John V. O'Connor 

Joshua Gimbel 

Julia Vosper 

Juliana Ebert & Frank Daily 

Kevin Barry 

Laura A. Lindner 

Laura Straus 

Lawrence Alan Towers 

Linda & Michael Groth 

Linda S. Vanden Heuvel 

Lloyd Dickinson 

Mark & Ginny Kannenberg 

Mark Backe & Kellie Lang 

Marla & John Possell 

Marla J. Stephens  

Martin Aquino 

Mary K. Bednarik &   

      J. Sheppard Crumrine 

Mary M. Walker 

Mastantuono Law Office 

Merton N. Rotter 

Michael A. Gehl 

Michael Cohn & Fran Serlin 

Michael S. Sperling 

Patricia K. Ballman 

Patrick J. Schoen 

Paul Stenzel & Christina Plum 

Peckerman & Klein 

Phyllis Wax 

Richard Ninneman 

 

$20,000 or more 

Forest County Potawatomi  

     Community Foundation 

The Richard and Ethel Herzfeld           

      Foundation 

Helen Bader Foundation 

United Way 

Wisconsin Trust Account  

      Foundation 

 

$5,000 to $19,999 

Dick Gallun & Judith McGregor 

Weiss Family Foundation 

Wisconsin Association of Criminal     

      Defense Lawyers 

 

$1,000 to $4,999 

Anselmo & Elvira Villarreal 

David & Kim Irwin 

Domingo & Sylvia Cruz 

Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

Harvey Kurtz & Yvonne Larme 

Jessica Poliner 

Jonathan & Marjorie Margolies 

Larry J. Bonney 

Larry Salustro 

Metavante Corporation  

Michael Best & Freidrich LLP 

Michael J. Gratz 

Michels Family Foundation  

Mitch Moser 

Northwestern Mutual Foundation 

Quarles & Brady LLP 

Richard & Ellen Glaisner 

Sandy & George Dionisopoulos 

Skip & Ildy Poliner 

Thomas & Deborah Klein 

 
 

$500 to $999 

Barry Mandel 

Bultman Financial 

David R. Cross  

Greg & Mary Ann Renz 

Hon. Elsa Lamelas & Luke E. Sims 

Hon. Karen Christenson & 

      Dick Christenson 

James & Mary Fleming 

Joan Fagan 

Kathleen Ortman Miller &  

      Bruce Thompson 

L. William & Kathleen  

      Staudenmaier 

Marshall & Ilsley Corporation 

Michael Hatch 

R. Timothy Muth 
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Board of Directors 

Michael Balter 

Evelyn Campos 

Lupita Campos 

David Eskra 

Lisette Khalil 

Samantha Levihn 

Jessica Marquez Murphy 

Jason Mishelow 

Jaclyn Ostronic 

Ashley Wise 

Robyn Arnold, Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.  

Domingo Cruz, Northwestern Mutual  

Chris Ford, Chris Ford Law  

Richard Gallun, Fiserv. Inc. (Retired)  

Richard Glaisner, Fiduciary Real Estate Development  

Nadelle Grossman, Marquette University Law School  

David Irwin, Fiserv Inc.  

Pat Kandziora, M&I Business Banking  

Thomas Klein, Peckerman & Klein  

Harvey Kurtz, Foley & Lardner, LLP  

Jessica Poliner, Metavante Corporation  

Larry Salustro, We Energies (Retired)  

Mary Scheibel, Scheibel Halaska, Inc.  

Laura Straus, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C.  

Daniel Vaccaro, Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP  

Jesus Villa, Northwestern Mutual 

Becky Valcq, We Energies 

Volunteers  

Griselda Aldrete 

Ilana Avital 

Deborah Azar 

Jessica Barnett 

Carrie Berg 

Aliah Berman 

Melissa Blair 

Yvonne Brodsky 

Kristian Corby 

Samantha Dennis 

Noah Domnitz 

Andrew Engel 

Brea Engel 

Christine Fero 

Casey Fleming 

Casey Foltz 

Sylvannah Gates 

Heather Gatewood 

Andrew Golden 

Ann Granitz 

Sara Harvey 

Laura Hernandez 

Candace Hayward Hoke 

Devin Holling 

Kadie Jelenchick 

Tim Johnson 

Lucy Kelly 

John Khalil 

Alex Lesko 

Gretchen Lindlau 

Lauren Luke 

Terry Mambu 

Prof. Judith McMullen 

Jennie Meyer 

Jenny Miller 

Kali Murray 

Kate Nugent 

Lou Pieh 

Dr. Charles Post 

Maureen Post 

                               Staff 

Megan Raynor 

Angie Renteria 

Kate Robbins 

Jacquelynn Ruiz 

Amy Sanchez 

Katie Sawyer 

Kyle Silver 

David Stoffel 

Stacey Stoffel 

Kelli Taffora 

Notesong Srisopark     

      Thompson 

Caroline Torres 

Christina Valeriano 

Katie Vertovec 

Valerie Vidal 

Stephanie Vincent 

Jessica Whitmer 

Ashley Williams 

Tiffany Wynn 

“Rarely, if ever, 

have I seen 

operations as 

transparent 

 and staff as  

committed as at  

Centro Legal.” 

 

~Brea Engel  
Former Centro Legal  Intern 

and current law student  
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614 W. National Ave., Floor 2 

Milwaukee, WI 53204 

Phone: 414-384-7900 

Fax: 414-384-6222 

 

www.centrolegalwisconsin.org 
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