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Corporations & Organizations 

Community Shares of Greater Milwaukee
Davis & Kuelthau, S.C.

Foley & Lardner LLP
Gass Weber Mullins LLC

Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP
Good Search

Kohler & Hart, LLP
Marshall & Ilsley Corporation

Metavante Corporation
Michael Best & Freidrich LLP

Milwaukee Young Lawyers Association
Quarles & Brady LLP

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C.
Scheibel Halaska, Inc.
The Business Journal

von Briesen & Roper, S.C.
We Energies

Weiss Berzowski Brady LLP
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.

Foundations
Elm Grove Junior Guild

Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual Foundation

PPC Foundation
Society of Family Lawyers

State Bar of Wisconsin
The Richard & Ethel Herzfeld Foundation

United Way of Greater Milwaukee 
Weiss Family Foundation

Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
Wisconsin Law Foundation

Wisconsin Society for Human Resource Management 
Council

Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation

Individual Donors
Anonymous

Justice Shirley Abrahamson
Nicole Angresano

Robyn Arnold
Hon. Carl Ashley

Ilana Avital
Kevin Barry
Paul Beason

Barbara Becker & Slack Ulrich
Mary K. Bednarik & J. Sheppard Crumrine

Brent Joseph Benham
Michael Berzowski

John Birdsall
Sarah Blackwell
Melissa S. Blair
Larry J. Bonney

Wendy Reed Bosworth & Robinson Bosworth III
Tranette J Bowser

Troy G. Bradley
Amanda Brinkman

Sara Brinkman
Yvonne Brodsky
Christy Brooks
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Mission Statement
Our mission is to improve access to the court system and assure quality legal representation 
for clients regardless of income, ethnicity, or native language by providing legal education and 
representation to low-income clients who are in personal transition out of poverty toward safety and 
self-sufficiency.

Background
Founded in 1991, Centro Legal is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization that provides bilingual legal 
services and education for low-income individuals in Milwaukee County.  We serve a diverse group 
of clients in family law and criminal misdemeanor defense cases.  As part of our family law program, 
we offer specialized services for victims of domestic abuse.  We also serve as court appointed 
counsel for minors in family and paternity courts.    

Centro Legal focuses on family law and criminal misdemeanor defense because the need for 
representation in Milwaukee’s family and criminal courts is tremendous. These types of cases have a 
significant impact on a person’s well-being and future opportunities.  

Statement from the Director
 
Dear Friends,

Centro Legal’s programs served a record number of people this year, 
reaching over 1500 Milwaukee residents!  Through the combined 
efforts of our Board of Directors, donors and our dedicated staff we 
achieved several noteworthy accomplishments this year. 

•	 We expanded our network of community partners and directly 
collaborated with 18 different non-profit agencies to deliver our 
services;

•	 We streamlined the intake process for the consultation program;

•	 We launched a volunteer lawyer program to help us serve more individuals during our weekly 
consultation program; 

•	 Our donors and supporters provided us with a record level of support through individual and 
event contributions.

We are grateful to our volunteers, donors and non-profit partners for working alongside Centro 
Legal to increase access to justice for Milwaukee families. The generosity of our supporters 
allowed us to survive one of the most challenging economic times in our history and approach 
2010 stronger than ever. Centro Legal has developed a culture that values professional excellence 
and accountability. It is a privilege to be a part of the Centro Legal community and serve as the 
Executive Director. I encourage you to read the client stories featured in this Annual Report.  
Together we can help more individuals facing a legal crises achieve safety and stability.

Sincerely,
Heather Ramirez

Executive Director, Centro Legal
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Household Income 

(Percent of Poverty Level) Criminal Family Total

       0% (no income) 11% 30% 23%

       <125% 58% 52% 54%

       126 to 200% 21% 10% 14%

       >200% 10% 8% 9%

Gender

Male Female

Criminal Defense Clients 79% 21%

Family Law Clients 22% 78%

Race/Ethnicity

Caucasian 27%

Hispanic 38%

African-American 27%

Asian 6%

Other 2%

Client Demographics

2009 Supporters
Stacey Bruckner

David Brzycki
Joseph Brysycki

Jean Buelow
Kathryn Buono

Barbara L. Burbach
William E. Callahan Jr.

Mary Campbell
Tina Chang

Kristine Cherek
Hon. Karen Christenson & Mr. Dick 

Christenson
Thomas Briton Ray Christenson

Maureen Coffey
Chad Cooper

Cedric Cornwall
William & Therese Corrigan

Hillary Cothroll
Carlo Cotrone
Susan J Croft

David R. Cross & Joan Fagan
Domingo & Sylvia Cruz

Curt & Sue Culver
Hon. Rebecca Dallet

Mary Pat Dalum
Kris Davidson
Cynthia Davis

Dan Davis
Cindy Davito

David L. De Bruin
Christina E. Demakopoulos

Mary Jo Dempsey
Samantha Dennis

Lyn Devorkin
Hon. John & Hon. Jean DiMotto
Sandy & George Dionisopoulos

Rachel Dobrauc
Stephanie E. Doering

Noah Domnitz
Ellen R. Drought

Sean Duffey
Hon. Michael & Mrs. Deb Dwyer

Jan Eder
Bruce Edgar
Eric Schmalz

Chesley Erwin
Nicole A. Eull

Garrett M Ewald
Matthew & Deborah Falk

Susie Falk
Casey Knapp Fleming

James & Mary Fleming
Casey & Gretchen Foltz

Chris Ford
John & Ellen Ford

Rachel Forman & Boaz Avital
Thomas L. Frenn

Hon. Joseph D. Frinzi
Daniel J. Gabler
Stacey Gannon
Paul R. Garcia

Luis Garza

3

Age

Criminal Family Total

Average Age 33 37 35

17 to 20 8% 1% 4%

21 to 25 19% 13% 15%

26 to 30 24% 22% 22%

31 to 35 11% 16% 14%

36 to 40 12% 16% 15%

41 to 45 12% 10% 11%

46 to 50 6% 11% 9%

 51+ 8% 11% 10%

Primary Language 

English 78%

Spanish 18%

Hmong  3.6%

Other 0.4%

English 
78% 

Spanish 
18% 

Hmong 
4% 

Other 
0.4% 

English Spanish 

Hmong Other 

2009 Legal Services Summary 
509 new complete direct representation client cases were opened, including:
	 30% Family law cases
	 19% Criminal cases 
	 51% Guardian ad Litem (GAL) cases, including:
800 free legal consultations were completed. 
193 individuals attended family law outreach classes.
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Heather Gatewood

Sheila Gavin
Michael A. Gehl
Joshua Gimbel

Lisa M. Gingerich
Peter D. Goldberg

Michael J. Gonring
Linda Gorens-Levey
Hon. Sandy Grady

Sandra Grady
Melvyn & Nancy Grossman

Nadelle Grossman & Brendan Daly
D. Michael Guerin

Jorge Guillen
Peter & Deborah Gunnlaugsson

Craig David Haan
Matthew Haan
James Hampel

Edward Harness
Susan M. Harper
Sara D. Harvey
Alison Helland

Charles & Susan Henderson
Cristina Hernandez-Malaby

Ann M. Hetzel
Jan Hoeksema

Comm. William Honrath & Elizabeth 
Blackwood

Erin Horman
Trish Jochen

Criag R. Johnson
Terry & Linda Johnson

Judy Jorgenson
Lesley Ann Kagen

Chuck & Patti Kahn
Pat Kandziora

Mark & Ginny Kannenberg
Christina Katt

Lori Keller
Kelly Turenne

Hon. Joan Kessler
Thomas and Deborah Klein

Jason J. Kohout
Julia Kornilova

Randy Robert Koschnick
Mary J. Koshollek

Carol Kracht
Clair Miller Krause

Stephen Kravit
John Krzyzaniak

Harvey Kurtz & Yvonne Larme
Catherine A. La Fleur

Emily Larsen
Steve Lautz
Jane Leedle

Benjamin Levin
Ileene K. & Robert A. Levine

Micaela Levine
Amy Linder

Lisa Laplante
Rebeca Lopez

Lawrence & Charlene Lynch
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Family Law Program 
Centro Legal provides complete representation in all matters related to family law. Centro 
Legal’s staff attorneys are experts in family law, and we represent our clients for the entirety 
of their cases.  Our efficient and effective advocacy minimizes the amount of time our clients 
must spend away from their work and families. 

Family Law Cases 
Divorce		  Paternity		  Child Placement 	 Spousal Support 	
Child Support	 Child Custody	 Domestic Abuse 	 Restraining Order	
Guardian ad Litem 

Family Law Outreach Classes
Centro Legal staff attorneys provide family law information 
classes at local non-profit agencies.  These classes teach 
participants about the processes and procedures of family 
court and provide them with a basic understanding of family 
law issues and vocabulary. We dispel common myths and 
misconceptions about the court process and inform attendees 
about the resources available to them at the courthouse. Centro 
Legal provides these one to two hour classes in both English 
and Spanish. Attendees include  service providers and patrons 
seeking information for themselves. In 2009 alone, Centro Legal 
partnered with 14 non-profit agencies to provide 18 classes, reaching over 193 attendees.

Free Family Law Consultations 
Every Wednesday afternoon, Centro Legal’s staff attorneys provide free consultations to 
individuals with questions about family law matters. During these consultations, we help 
people understand their legal options, prepare individuals planning to represent themselves 
in court, deter inappropriate or ill-timed claims, and provide referrals when appropriate.  
Sometimes people come to Centro Legal with non-legal needs and we direct such patrons to 
appropriate community resources.

Family Law – Client Story
Amy, a young mother of six, came to Centro Legal seeking relief 
from an abusive husband. Amy had been beaten and locked 
out of her home without access to a car or her phone, which 
was broken by her husband during the incident. Fearing for the 
safety of her and her children, Amy ran to the nearest neighbor 
to call the police. She obtained a temporary restraining order, 
but her husband had hired an attorney for the final hearing. 

Amy came to Centro Legal fearful of the possibility that she would need to litigate for her 
and her children’s safety in a courtroom against an experienced attorney. Attorney Jessica 
Marquez Murphy was able to represent Amy at no cost for the entirety of her case as part of the 
Domestic Abuse and Family Law Program. Attorney Marquez Murphy was able to secure the 
restraining order and file for divorce against Amy’s batterer. Ultimately, the court awarded Amy 
favorable custody and placement, child support, and a property order.   

A few months ago, Amy returned to Centro Legal with the good news that she is now living in 
her own apartment and has created a safer and more stable environment for herself and her 
children. Her eldest child has plans to attend college; something she never thought would be 
possible. Amy has made a difference in her own life and the lives of her children.    

Centro Legal started the Domestic Abuse and Family Law Program so that women like Amy can 
find compassionate support and pursue the needed legal actions to move forward in life.   
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Criminal Misdemeanor Defense Program
Centro Legal is one of only two non-profit organizations in Milwaukee that provide direct 
representation in criminal court.  Centro Legal’s bilingual criminal law attorney represents 
clients who do not qualify for public defender representation, yet do not have sufficient 
income to hire private counsel.  Our attorney ensures that clients understand their legal rights 
and responsibilities, enabling them to make informed decisions about their cases. 

Criminal Misdemeanor Defense Cases 
Battery	 No Contact Violation		  Operating While Intoxicated 	
Theft 	 Disorderly Conduct		  Deferred Prosecution Agreements	
Diversion Agreements	 Operating After Revocation 	 Possession of Controlled Substances 

Criminal Misdemeanor Defense – Client Story 
Adam first learned of his legal predicament when his employer informed him there was  a 
warrant out for his arrest for disorderly conduct while armed. Because of the warrant, he was 
fired from his job. Adam was shocked by the news and promptly turned himself in to the 
police.  

He was determined to find a lawyer who would help him fight 
these life-changing charges that had already cost him his job. 
He began his search for an attorney and found private counsel 
that agreed to take his case, but required a $2,000 retainer. 
Though Adam tried his best to scrape together the money, he 
ultimately found it impossible with no source of income.

Just as Adam resigned himself to the daunting task of facing 
the legal system alone, a clerk at the Milwaukee County 
Courthouse recommended Centro Legal. Centro Legal attorney 
Michael Balter agreed to take Adam’s case and assured him 
that together they would work toward resolving his legal problems. Attorney Balter took the 
case to trial, and after cross-examination of the witnesses it became evident to the jury that the 
claims against Adam did not hold up.  In less than 15 minutes, the jury had made its decision to 
find Adam not guilty and acquit him of all charges. Days later, Adam was rehired by his former 
employer.  Adam stated, “If it wasn’t for Centro Legal, I would have tried to do it myself and 
then lost. Centro Legal helped me get my life back on track.” 

Adam’s case, and many like it, illustrate the positive impact legal counsel can have on an 
individual’s life and future opportunities. Centro Legal and staff attorneys, including Attorney 
Michael Balter, help clients navigate the legal system rather than face it alone.  

Margie Mahlberg
Teresa Mambu Rasch

Ray Manista
Jonathan & Marjorie Margolies

Brad Markvart
Vincent & Janet Martin
Frank & Marisa Martire

E. Michael & Barbara McCann
Katherine McCormack

Ryan McCullough
Maureen McGinnity

Jon & Pam McGlocklin
Mary McIntosh

Judith McMullen
Carol McNally

Robert N. Meyeroff
Elizabeth Miles

Samantha Miller
Alicia Mohn

Sarah Molenkamp
Jennifer Monreal

Maria Monreal-Cameron
Kathryn Mueller
Anna F.C. Munoz
R. Timothy Muth

Janet Nelson
Bryan Neperud
Joe S. Neterval

Joanne M. Neumann
Jeremy & Suzette Newman

Rick Ninneman
Chris & Anne Noyes

John V. O’Connor
Vilan Odekar

Janet & David Olsen
Debra Olson

Rick & Carol Ostronic
Bradley D. Page

Sandy Pasch
Mary H. Payne

Joan Pendergast & Jo Swamp
Mark A. Peterson

Roger L. Pettit
Cate Phillips

Aaron Plamann
Christina Plum

Hon. William Pocan
Harvey Pogoriler

Lea Kristen Polczinski
Jessica Poliner

Skip & Ildy Poliner
Carrie May Poniewaz

David Poniewaz
Charles Post

David & Janelle Pruhs
Jennifer Puente

Kari Race
Kate M Radder
Abby Ramirez

Austin Ramirez
Heather Ramirez
Rebecca Ramirez

Megan Raynor

“If it wasn’t for Centro Legal, I would have tried to do it 
myself and then lost. Centro Legal helped me get my life 

back on track.”
– Adam, Client
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Theresa Reagan
Debra Lynn Recht

Reggie Wegner
Mary K Reinders

Angelita Marie Renteria
Greg & Mary Ann Renz

John David Richter
Megan Riddle

Joseph & Corrine Rivas
Sandy Rose

Merton N. Rotter
Kate & Jeff Ruidl
Jacquelynn Ruiz

Lesley Russell
Megan Ryther
Larry Salustro

James & Celestina Sanders
Hon. Richard J. Sankovitz

Katie Sawyer
Mary Scheibel

Bradley Schermetzler
Jennifer L. Schiellack

Jan Schiller
Jessie Schilltz

Kevin Schneider
Randy Schultz

Victor & Jayna Schultz
Daniel Shneidman
Walter J. Skipper
Sarah A. Smith

Leslie Spencer-Herrera
Michael S. Sperling
Mary Ellen Stanek

L. William and Kathleen Staudenmaier
Harold Stein

Cathy Steinhafel
Christian & Barbara Steinmetz
Paul Stenzel & Christina Plum
Timothy & Victoria Strattner

Erich C. Straub
Anne Sawyier Straus

Laura Straus
Judi Strout

Andrew Swetlik
Jim Swiatko
Kelli Taffora

Karin Tamblingson
Phil & Maria Theisen

William Thiemann
John Thompson

Joseph E. Tierney
JoHannah Torkelson

Lawrence Alan Towers
Debra Tuttle

Daniel & Dawn Vaccaro
Jack & Sharon Vaccaro

Rebecca Cameron Valcq
Timothy Van de Kamp
Corinthia Van Orsdol
Wendy S. Van Vugt

Andrew Vedder
Micaela Velazquez

Events
“Centro Legal Annual Luncheon” 

February 18, 2009 
Italian Community Center 

Event Sponsors: 
Foley & Lardner LLP
Metavante
WE Energies

“Centro Legal On Tap” 
April 30, 2009 
Lakefront Brewery 

Event Sponsors: 
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren, s.c. 
Gass Weber Mullins LLC 
Milwaukee Young Lawyers Association 
Davis & Kuelthau, s.c. 
Perlick Corporation 
MillerCoors 
Quantum LS LLC 
ESPN Deportes 

Nearly 200 guests attended Centro Legal’s 
First Annual Luncheon. Judge Michael J. 
Dwyer was the keynote speaker.

“Women Helping Women” 
August 6, 2009
InterContinental Milwaukee

Event Sponsors:
Quarles & Brady LLP
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
WE Energies
Marshall & Ilsley Bank
Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP
Metavante

Centro Legal’s second annual Women 
Helping Women event was a success! Over 
160 guests attended the event as we raised 
$21,942 to support our services for women 
and families.

“Noche de Ninos” 
December 3, 2009
Osteria del Mondo

Event Sponsors: 
Davis & Kuelthau, s.c. 

Centro Legal partnered with the Hispanic 
Professionals of Greater Milwaukee (HPGM) 
to collect donations of toys and books for 
local families.

$318,426  

$37,881  

$28,491  

$25,636  

Salaries 
Occupancy 
Adminstration/Development Costs 
Other Program Costs 

$104,649  

$244,900  

$63,006  

$53,110  

Donations & Events 
Grants 
Client Fees 
Guardian ad Litem 

Financials 

2009 Revenue: $465,665

 

2009 Expenses: $410,434
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Valerie P. Vidal
Aida R. Vinent

Hon. Jeffrey Wagner
Stephen Waller
Doris Wanazek

Hon. Francis Wasielewski
John Watson
Phyllis Wax

Kathryn Weaver
Jonathan Wertz

Catherine M. Young
Hon. Dean & Debbie Zemel

In-Kind Donors 
Adventure Rock

Apple A Day Massage
Arbor House

Michael Balter
Nancy Jo Baratti

Bartolotta Restaurant Group
Betty Brinn Children’s Museum

Blush
Carrabba’s

Casanna Rasch
Cedar Creek Pottery

Charles Allis & Villa Terrace Art Museums
Chicago Chocolate Tours

Sarah & David Clark
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee

Danceworks, Inc.
Davis & Kuelthau, S.C.

Christina E. Demakopoulos
Discovery World

Doubletree Milwaukee City Center
Elite Fitness & Racquet Clubs

ESPN Deportes
Fitness Together

Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Heather Gatewood

Get Sexy Boot Camps
Girly Girl Baubles & Beads

Grand Geneva Resort & Spa
Hair Decisions & Oasis Spa

Hilton Garden Inn - Milwaukee Park Place
iDesign 4 Interiors, LLC

Idlewild Golf Course
Imaginations

Indulge Studios
InterContinental Hotel

IPic Entertainment
Kadie & Steve Jelenchick

Lesley Ann Kagen
Pat Kandziora

Lisette & John Khalil
Klement Sausage Co. Inc.

Nal Kumar
La Merenda
Lake Express

Lakefront Brewery
Lammi Sports Management

Raquel Garcia Lauritzen
Lela Boutique

Board of Directors
Robyn Arnold, Godfrey & Kahn
Domingo Cruz, Northwestern Mutual
Noah Domnitz, Domnitz & Skemp, s.c.
Nadelle Grossman, Marquette University Law School
Sara Harvey, Marquette University
Pat Kandziora, Marshall & Ilsley Bank
Thomas Klein, Peckerman & Klein
Harvey Kurtz, Foley & Lardner LLP
Jessica Poliner, FIS
Mary Scheibel, Scheibel Halaska, Inc.
Laura Straus, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Larry Towers, Towers Law Firm
Dan Vaccaro, Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP
Rebecca Cameron Valcq, WE Energies

Staff
Michael Balter, Criminal Attorney
Guadalupe Campos, Office Manager
Samantha Levihn, Family Law Attorney
Jessica Marquez Murphy, Family Law Attorney
Jason Mishelow, Senior Attorney and CFO 
Heather Ramirez, Executive Director 
Claudia Villarreal, Administrative Assistant 

“Lawyers can 
profoundly impact 

peoples’ lives. I have 
seen clients use Centro 

Legal ’s services as a 
tool to improve their 
lives and the lives of 

their children. My 
experience at Centro 
Legal has been one I 
would not trade for 

anything.”
– Jason Mishelow,  

Senior Attorney & CFO, 

Centro Legal
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Centro Legal
614 W. National Ave., Floor 2

Milwaukee, WI 53204
414-384-7900

Fax: 414-384-6200
www.centrolegalwisconsin.org

Benjamin Levin
Live to Eat LLC
Lopez Bakery

Mader’s Restaurant
Ray Manista

Marquette University Spirit Shop
Massage Envy

Mike Sweeney’s Gym
MillerCoors

Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Ballet

Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club
Milwaukee County Parks
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Food Tours

Milwaukee Public Market
Milwaukee World Festival

Milwaukee Yacht Club
Jason Mishelow & Teresa Drews

Moe’s Southwest Grill
Monkey Joe’s

Neroli Salon & Spa
Occhetti Foods

Stacey Opperman
Penelope’s Restaurant of Elm Grove

Perlick Corporation
Potawatomi Bingo & Casino

Princeton Club
Quantum LS

Quimera Cocina Boricua
Megan Raynor

Angelita Marie Renteria
Riveredge Nature Center
Robert Schneider Salon

Rohr Jewelers
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center

Serenity by Jane Rice
Sky Knights Parachute Club
Sprecher Brewing Co., Inc.

Stacey & Shane Stoffel
Stone Creek Coffee

Laura Straus
Sunset Playhouse

Sweet & Associates
The Ambassador Hotel

The Capital Grille
The Cheesecake Factory

The Milwaukee Yoga Center
The National

The Pfister
The Spice House

Type A Images Photography
Ultimate Sun

University of Wisconsin Athletic 
Department

Urban Ecology Center
Usinger’s Famous Sausage

Valerie P. Vidal
Vino 100 Milwaukee

Waukesha Symphony Orchestra
We Energies

Wisconsin Athletic Club


