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Dear Friend of Centro Legal:

We look back at 2017 with pride of what we have accomplished and excitement for our 
future.  Since our founding in 1991, we have grown from a bilingual law firm exclusively 
serving the South side to a firm that works with clients from all over Milwaukee County. 
On an annual basis, we provide representation in approximately 600 cases and conduct 
consults, outreach and family law classes to another 1,500 people each year.  Combined, 
we work with over 2,000 people across all our programs.  However, we are keenly aware 
that our services directly impact hundreds of people beyond our immediate clients, most 
notably the 550-plus children of our clients, as we help to resolve family law matters that 
improve the consistency, stability and health of the family environment.  

This past year, we made some notable changes.  Most significantly, we settled into our 
new office space and made it our new home.  With a brand new space and some stunning 
artwork gifted to us from a prominent local artist, our clients can feel welcomed in  
 a professional and up-to-date environment.  In addition, our new space inspired us to 
make some other updates, including adoption of an updated logo that depicts our name 
in bold letters with a dramatic color transition from dark to light, symbolizing how we 
help our clients move toward a brighter, stronger and more stable future.  These major 
updates have reinvigorated our identity and our mission as we strengthen our efforts to 
make an impact on those we serve and the greater community.

Our staff has been busier than ever and recorded one of the most productive years to date, 
with major increases to our family law program, consultations and community outreach 
efforts.  These improvements have been recognized by our broad array of supporters, as 
we have built upon our development efforts and hosted our most successful fundraiser 
(our LeGala) to date.  We are immensely proud of what we have accomplished and are 
more determined than ever to continue helping our clients make positive changes to 
improve their lives and the lives of their families.  As we head into 2018, we look forward 
to continuing this growth in our programs and plan to expand our work into Waukesha 
County.  

Thank you for your continued support.  There is no doubt that we could not accomplish  
all of this work without your help.  We are profoundly grateful and will continue to wisely 
use your financial contributions to stabilize Milwaukee families and strengthen  
our communities.

Nicole Renouard 
Executive Director
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Our Mission: 
To improve access to the court system and assure quality legal representation for clients regardless of income, ethnicity,  
or native language by providing legal education and representation to low-income clients who are in personal transition  
out of poverty toward safety and self-sufficiency.

Our Vision:
Families will achieve stability and build a successful future for themselves and their children.

Our Background:
For nearly 30 years, Centro Legal has provided free and low-cost legal assistance to thousands of Milwaukee low-income  
individuals and families facing a crisis.  Our holistic approach helps our clients resolve complex issues, overcome obstacles  
and ultimately transition to a more stable and healthy family environment.  We primarily provide family law and criminal  
misdemeanor defense services, both of which are areas that are highly personal, emotional and with high stakes, particularly 
when children are involved.  Our goal is to help our clients successfully navigate the legal system and obtain a successful  
resolution so that they can maintain employment, stabilize their families, and continue moving forward towards financial  
independence and self-sufficiency.
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Our work in 2017 was supported by contributions from more than 320 individuals, corporations and foundations. 

FPL refers to Federal Poverty Levels, which differ depending on the size of household.  For example, annual income of 125% FPL is $15,075 for 
a single-person household and $30,750 for a family of four.
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Female

18-25

26-30

31-40

Male

41-50
Native American (1%)

51-60
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  WHO WE’RE HELPING

  FINANCIALS

       

       

       

       

       

Asian (3%)

Black / 
African American

Hispanic / Latino

201- 300% FPL*

126 - 200% FPL

No income - <125% FPL

26%

74%

19%

10%
7%

18%

42%43%

67%

21%

12%

PRIMARY LANGUAGE

EnglishSpanish

Other

30%

4%

66%

21%
28%

Revenues: $ 506,872
Funding Sources:
   Donations and Events:      $ 221,511
   Grants:        $ 251,394
   Client Fees and Guardian ad Litem Fees:   $   83,139
   In-kind:        $     4,828
     

Expenses: $ 486,058
    Total program expenses:      $ 394,931   
       Family Law Program:      $  300,947
       Guardian Ad Litem Program:   $   43,320
       Criminal Law Program:      $   50,664
   Management and General:      $   56,237   
   Fund Development:             $   34,890    

Audit: See pages 3 and 4 of our audit for the Statement of Activities and the Statement of Financial Position.
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  LEGAL PROGRAMS

Family Law Program: 
Centro Legal provides complete legal representation in family 
law matters, including restraining orders, child custody and 
placement, child support and divorce. These cases often involve 
serious issues regarding the safety and well-being of children.  
Over 60% of our family law clients are survivors of domestic 
abuse. In these cases, we provide specialized services and partner 
with domestic abuse advocates to ensure that our clients receive 
all the support they need during a transitional and emotional 
period in their lives. In 2017, we provided representation in 330 
family law cases for clients who are parents to 561 children in 
their households.

Domestic Violence Family Law Program:
Over the last decade, we have developed a particular specialty 
in providing legal advice and representation to survivors of 
domestic abuse. In fact, the majority of our family law clients 
have experienced abuse. In this program, we are able to provide 
free legal assistance to resolve all the family law issues beyond a 
restraining order. These issues are critical for the family to  
establish a new family foundation that is safe, strong and consistent. 
Within this program, we work collaboratively with several 
domestic abuse shelters and programs so that our clients receive 
holistic support to support the transition from abuse to independence. 
In 2017, we provided free representation to over 200 domestic 
abuse survivors and consulted with many more to give legal 
advice and guidance.   

Criminal Law Program:
Centro Legal represents individuals who do not qualify for  
public defender representation but cannot afford to hire a 
private attorney. To qualify for public defender representation, 
the income requirements are set at 115% of the federal poverty 
guidelines, leaving a significant gap in legal support for those 
with low and modest incomes. In most cases, we represent our 
clients in diversions or deferred prosecution agreements. Our  
legal support can help these individuals remain in the community, 
stay employed and address substance abuse or other concerns 
during their cases. In 2017, we provided representation in 48 
misdemeanor cases.

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program:
The courts appoint Centro Legal to represent the best interests 
of children and minor parents in family and paternity cases.  
We are appointed as GALs for most of the minor fathers in  
Milwaukee County who must interact with the court system  
to establish paternity and parental rights. We also represent  
children in custody and placement cases. In 2017, we represented 
the best interests of 207 children and minor parents.

Community Outreach and Family Law Classes:
In addition to our full representation services, we provide legal 
advice and information through our consultation program and 
family law classes.

Consultation Program:  Cento Legal provides in-depth  
legal consultations for people with family law concerns. We help  
individuals understand their court orders and complete their  
paper work, prepare individuals to represent themselves, deter 
inappropriate or ill-timed claims and provide referrals to community 
resources. Since most people must face the family court system 
without an attorney, we seek to prepare as many people as we 
can to represent themselves effectively. In 2017, we provided 821 
legal consultations, an increase of 14%.

Family Law Class:  Centro Legal teaches family law classes at 
local non-profit agencies to inform participants about the family 
court process and help dispel common misconceptions. Currently, 
many of our classes are provided through our participation in 
the Pathways for Fathers and Families (formerly called the Milwaukee 
County Pathways to Responsible Fatherhood Program). By 
educating fathers about their rights and obligations regarding 
child support, custody and placement, we seek to equip fathers 
to become more engaged and responsible fathers.



CENTRO LEGala
Our Annual Event
June 22, 2017, Discovery World 

Nearly 300 guests attended our annual signature event, 
which included live and silent auctions, a wine pull, and 
a live program. A past client shared her story on video 
with us during the program, demonstrating the impact 
effective legal counsel can have in a family’s life. Through 
the generous support of our sponsors and supporters, 
we raised over $100,000 to support our programs 
and services.

Gold Sponsors:

Silver Sponsors
Deloitte
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Harley-Davidson
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Northwestern Mutual
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
von Briesen & Roper, S.C.
WaterStone Bank

Bronze Sponsors
Bold Coast Capital
Crivello Carlson, s.c.
Davis & Kuelthau, s.c.
Direct Supply Foundation
Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Hupy and Abraham, s.c.
Husch Blackwell LLP
Johnson Controls
Kohl’s Coporation
Littler
ManpowerGroup
Michels Corporation
O’Neill, Cannon, Hollman, 
   DeJong & Laing, s.c.
PNC Bank
Rockwell Automation
Tri City National Bank



Staff List
Nicole Renouard, Executive Director
Jennifer Montalvo, Senior Attorney
Ann Maldonado Heaps, Senior Attorney
Molly Dobberke, Staff Attorney
Alex Foundos, Staff Attorney
Maricela Paredones, Legal Assistant
Molly Kanter, Volunteer Attorney

Board Roster
Stephen Boettinger, Harley-Davidson, Inc.
Domingo Cruz, Northwestern Mutual
Casey Fleming, Foley & Lardner LLP
Heather Gatewood, ManpowerGroup
Thomas Gonzalez, Husch Blackwell
Nadelle Grossman, Marquette University Law School
Sara Harvey, Marquette University
Thomas Klein, Peckerman, Klein & Van Kirk
Harvey Kurtz, SmithLynch, LLC
Rebeca López, Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Paul Nylen, University of Wisconsin - Whitewater
Megan Peccarelli, Community Volunteer
Travis Romero-Boeck, Quarles & Brady LLP
Larry Towers, Towers Law Firm
Brian Trexell, Baird
Dan Vaccaro, Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
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*

*
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FOUNDATIONS
Baird Foundation
The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation
Direct Supply Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Emory T. Clark Foundation 
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Helen Bader Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Ruth and Gene Posner Foundation, Inc.
United Way of Greater Milwaukee and 
   Waukesha County
Wisconsin Law Foundation
Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation

CORPORATE / LAW FIRMS
BMO Harris
Buelow Vetter Buikema Olson & Vliet, LLC
Foley & Lardner LLP
Davis & Kuelthau, s.c.
Deloitte
Gass Weber Mullins LLC
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown LLP
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Hupy and Abraham, S.C.
Husch Blackwel LLP
Husco International, Inc.
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC
Littler
Michael Best & Freidrich LLP
Michels Corporation
Northwestern Mutual
Olympus Group
O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C.
Pindel Corporation
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
State Bar of Wisconsin
Tri-City National Bank
UMOS
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
WaterStone Bank
We Energies

INDIVIDUALS
Justice Shirley Abrahamson
David Affeldt
Joan C. Aguado Ware
Jeff and Sue Aiken
Amica Insurance Co.
Nina Beck
Barbara Becker and Slack Ulrich
Mary K. Bednarik and J. Sheppard Crumrine
Michael Berzowski
Pritak Patel and Priya Bhatia
John Birdsall
Stephen W. Boettinger
Larry J. Bonney
Larry and Maria Borda-Wiesner
Wendy Reed Bosworth and Robinson Bosworth III
Bruce Boyden
Dawn M. Bradley
Joanne M. Breese-Jaeck
Peter and Joan Bruce
Jennifer J. Bruss
Kathryn Buono
Kathy and Dan Carey
Jessica Carpenter
Christie Carrino
Michael and Nancy Carter
Craigh and Diane Cepukenas
Matthew and Jennifer Charles
Eric and Beth Cherveny
Thomas B.R. and Tracy Christenson
Jenny Clements
Patrick and Maureen Coffey
Cecelia Colombres
Kara Coppage
M. Christine Cowles

Courtney Crawford
Domingo and Sylvia Cruz
Jeanne Daniels
Julie Darnieder
Juan Delgado
Paul and Jen Deslongchamps
Hon. John and Hon. Jean DiMotto
Sandy and George Dionisopoulos
Cindy and Brian Dobberke
Merrick and Anita Domnitz
Margaret Dorsey
Pamela L. Dow
Sarah Driscoll
Craig and Theresa Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Dunn
Julianna Ebert and Frank Daily
Nicholas Engel
Kathy and Beau Engman
Chesley Erwin
Michelle Fitzgerald
Casey Fleming
Jason Fong
Rachel Forman and Boaz Avital
Hon. Joseph D. Frinzi
Heather Gatewood
John and Merrily Gatewood
Dan Geraghty
Joshua Gimbel
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown, LLP
Tom Gonzalez
Michael Gosman
Jim Gramling
Clarke Greene
Craig and Erin Haan
Mike and Kathy Hart
Claire E. Hartley
Sara D. Harvey
Paul Heaton
Amy Heinemann
Jim and Daphne Herrick
Colin and Colleen Hutt
Lindsay and Justin Igl
John Flanagan
Ramona Johnson
Andrew Jones
Chuck Kahn & Patti Keating Kahn
Molly and Jim Kanter
Samuel Kaswan
Matt and Patricia Kerley
Stephanie Kershek
Lisette and John Khalil
Cheryl and Neil Kiekhofer
Thomas and Jean Klein
Tom Klein
Eric and Lucy Korbitz
Carol Kracht
Harvey Kurtz and Yvonne Larme
Laura Schulteis Kwaterski
Eileen and Jack Laffey
Hon. Elsa Lamelas and Luke E. Sims
Nora and Jon Langenfeld
Mark Leitner
Jessica Lochmann
Rebeca Lopez
Stephanie Lyons
Cecila Macazana
Ann and Jim Maher
Ray Manista
Jonathan and Marjorie Margolies
Kate and Chris Markgraf
Douglas J. Marsch
James and Susie Martin
Cheri L. McCourt
Jon and Pam McGlocklin
Andrew McLean
Dan and Maribeth McNally
Vincent Megna
Heather Merkow
Stacey Meyer
Elizabeth Miles
Jack Miller and Courtenay Kessler
Katie Mills

Ed and Bridie Mooney
Jim Mueller
William Mulligan
Anna and Juan Muñoz
Patricia M. Murphy
Ken Muth
Joseph Neterval
Rick Ninneman
David Nylen
Paul and Jessica Nylen
Greg and Tamara O’Brien
Mike O’Neil
P. Michael Ortiz
Tim and Laura Patterson
Megan Quinn Peccarelli
Mark A. Peterson
Roger L. Pettit
Daniel Pfeiffer
Thomas Pienkos
Skip and Ildy Poliner
Kevin Pollard
Amy Prellberg
Heather and Austin Ramirez
William Reddin
Ed and Bunny Renouard
Nicole and Dan Renouard
Kerry Richter
Cheri and Steve Riehle
Lee Riordan
Christopher D Rios
Joseph Manuel Rivas
Travis Romero-Boeck
Ronald and Veronica Pruhs Charitable Trust
Jay O. Rothman
Jeunesse Rutledge
Steven B. Rynecki
Glorie Salas
Hon. Richard J. Sankovitz
Sarah Sargent
Pamela Schmidt
Julie and Michael Schneider
Rodd and Andrea Schneider
Max Schultz
Victor and Jayna Schultz
Judy and Bob Scott
Duffey, Sean
Bill and Julie Sellars
David Silber
Mark Smith
Kathy and George Smullen
Michael and Sue Smullen
Nancy Stanton
Bill Staudenmaier
Mark and Debbie Strachota
Brenda Stugelmeyer
Sarah & Sean Sweeney
Justin P. Szalanski
Kristen and Robin Talbott
Makela Taphorn
Moe and David Tarantino
Maria Theisen - in honor of Philip M. Theisen
Karen Tidwall
Brian and Carolyn Timmis
Lawrence Alan Towers
Brian Trexell
Daniel and Dawn Vaccaro
Rebecca Valcq
Eric and Wendy Van Vugt
Andrew Vedder
Valerie P. Vidal
Sally and Nic Wahl
Betsy Whitcomb
Larry Whitley
Timothy L. Wilkinson
Troy Wohlt
Brian and Melanie Wolf
Hon. Dean and Debbie Zemel

IN-KIND DONORS
Adventure Rock
Bay View Printing Co.
Belle Fiori, LTD.

Braise Restaurant & Culinary School
Brew City Yoga
Buckley’s Restaurant & Bar
Camino
CBS58
CMP Tactical Lazer Tag
Colectivo Coffee
ComedySportz
Danceworks, Inc.
Davis & Kuelthau, s.c.
Paul and Jen Deslongchamps
Discovery World
Great Lakes Distillery
Katy Fab
First Stage Children’s Theater
Fred Astaire Dance Studios - Milwaukee
Front Room Photography
Heather Gatewood and David Poniewaz
Gigi of Mequon
Gramann Reporting
Nadelle Grossman
Andrew Gustafson and Valerie Vidal
Sara Harvey
ImaGen Services
The Iron Horse Hotel
Jokerz Comedy Club
Tom Klein
Harvey Kurtz
Lake Effect
Leff’s Lucky Town
Lela Boutique
Rebeca López
Julie Lutz - Stella & Dot
The Marcus Corporation
Merriment Social
MillerCoors
Milwaukee Ballet
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Film
Milwaukee Fire Department
Milwaukee Food and City Tours
Milwaukee Pedal Tavern
Milwaukee Public Museum
MKE Sports & Entertainment & MKE Wave
Mushroom Mike (Mike Jozwik)
North Shore Fire Department
Occhetti Foods
O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C.
Orangetheory Fitness
Sarah Pagels
Prestige Wines Wisconsin
Professional Communication Systems
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Nicole and Dan Renouard
Rockin’  Jump Brown Deer
Sarah Sargent
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
The Secret Oven
Screaming Tuna
Sendik’s Food Market
SHOP
Sky Trail Wisconsin Adventure Zone
Sky Zone Milwaukee
Skydive Milwaukee / Sky Knights Parachute Club
Kathy and George Smullen
Splash Studio
Steinhafel’s
Moe and David Tarantino
Telemundo
Tess Restaurant
The Bartolotta Restaurants Care-a-lotta’s
The Pfister
Michael and Natalia Tuchalski
United Airlines
University Club of Milwaukee
Daniel and Dawn Vaccaro
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
Waterford Wine Company
Betsy Whitcomb
Zarletti Restaurant
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