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Dear Friend of Centro Legal,

We look back at 2018 with pride of what we have accomplished and excitement for our 
future. Since our founding in 1991, we have grown from a bilingual law firm exclusively 
serving the south side of Milwaukee to a firm that works with clients from all over the 
greater Milwaukee area. On an annual basis, we provide representation in nearly 600 cases 
and conduct consultations, outreach, and family law classes for another 1,500 people each 
year. Combined, we directly touch the lives of over 2,000 people across all our programs. 
However, we are keenly aware that our services truly impact hundreds of people beyond our 
immediate clients, most notably the nearly 550 children of our clients. By helping to resolve 
pressing family law matters, we help to improve the consistency, stability, and health of  
family environments for all family members.

In 2018, we made some notable changes. We welcomed a new attorney, Chelsea Fischer, to 
our team and prepared to bid farewell to now-former Executive Director Nicole Renouard. 
Most significantly, however, we expanded our program offerings to Waukesha County in a 
new partnership with The Women’s Center. We began providing monthly family law  
consultations for survivors of domestic abuse on site at The Women’s Center, and we are 
now taking on full-representation family law cases in Waukesha County Family Court. We 
know that the need for quality, low-cost legal services does not end at the Milwaukee County 
border, and we are thankful for our ability to fill that need. We look forward to growing this 
program in the coming months and years. 

Our staff has been busier than ever and recorded one of our most productive years to date 
in 2018. These improvements have been recognized by our broad array of supporters, as 
we have built upon our development efforts and hosted our most successful fundraiser (our 
LeGala event) ever. We are immensely proud of what we have accomplished and are more 
determined than ever to continue helping our clients make positive changes to improve  
their lives and the lives of their families. We look forward to continuing this growth in  
our programs. 

Thank you for your continued support. There is no doubt that we could not accomplish all 
of our vital work without your help. We are profoundly grateful and will continue to wisely 
use your financial contributions to stabilize Milwaukee area families and strengthen our  
communities.

Molly Dobberke Riehle
Executive Director

“We are more 
determined than 
ever to continue 
helping our 
clients make 
positive changes 
to improve their 
lives and the lives 
of their families.”



OUR MISSION
To improve access to the court system and assure quality legal representation for clients regardless 
of income, ethnicity, or native language by providing legal education and representation to  
low-income clients who are in personal transition out of poverty toward safety and self-sufficiency.

OUR VISION
Families will achieve stability and build a successful future for themselves and their children. 

OUR BACKGROUND
For nearly 30 years, Centro Legal has provided free and low-cost legal assistance to thousands of 
Milwaukee low-income individuals and families facing a crisis. Our holistic approach helps our 
clients resolve complex issues, overcome obstacles and ultimately transition to a more stable and 
healthy family environment. We primarily provide family law and criminal misdemeanor defense 
services, both of which are areas that are highly personal, emotional, and with high stakes,  
particularly when children are involved. Our goal is to help our clients successfully navigate the  
legal system and obtain a successful resolution so that they can maintain employment, stabilize 
their families, and continue moving forward towards financial independence and self-sufficiency. 
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2018 LEGAL SERVICES SUMMARY

Legal consultations  
provided

Attendees at several  
family law classes

Cases served with 
full legal  
representation

Family law cases  
201 cases involved 
domestic violence 

Guardian  
ad litem cases

Criminal  
misdemeanor cases



Our work in 2018 was supported by contributions from more than 320 individuals, corporations and foundations. 

*FPL refers to Federal Poverty Levels, which differ depending on the size of household.  For example, annual income of 125% FPL is $15,175 
  for a single-person household and $31,375 for a family of four. 

GENDER 

RACE / ETHNICITY AGE

INCOME

Female

18-25

26-30

31-40

Male

41-50

51-60

White (Non-Hispanic)

61+ (4%)Other (6%)

  WHO WE’RE HELPING

  FINANCIALS

Asian (3%)

Black / 
African American

Hispanic / Latino

201- 300% FPL*

126 - 200% FPL

No income - <125% FPL

23%

77%

25%

9%
8%

16%

43%38%

62%

24%

14%

PRIMARY LANGUAGE

EnglishSpanish

Other

23%

4%

73%

26%
28%

Revenues: $ 575,428
Funding Sources:
   Donations and Events: (donations  $114,676) + (event gross $122,008) $ 236,684
   Grants: $ 246,633
   Client and GAL (GAL fees prmarily paid by Milwaukee County) Fee Revenue $ 81,086
   In-kind: $ 10,750
     

Expenses: $ 495,881
    Total program expenses: $ 432,970   
       Family Law Program:     $  346,060
       Guardian Ad Litem Program:        $   67,951
       Criminal Law Program:     $   18,959
   Management and General: $   39,056   
   Fund Development: $   23,855    

Audit: See pages 3 and 4 of our audit for the Statement of Activities and the Statement of Financial Position. 

87%

8%
5%

41%

43%

14%
2%

   Miscellaneous: $ 274



Family Law Program 
Centro Legal provides complete legal representation in family law matters, including restraining orders, child custody and placement, 
child support and divorce. These cases often involve serious issues regarding the safety and well-being of children. Over 60% of our 
family law clients are survivors of domestic abuse. In these cases, we provide specialized services and partner with domestic abuse  
advocates to ensure that our clients receive all the support they need during a transitional and emotional period in their lives.  
In 2018, we provided representation in 323 family law cases for clients who are parents to 541 children in their households.

Domestic Violence Family Law Program
Over the last decade, we have developed a particular specialty in providing legal advice and representation to survivors of domestic 
abuse. In fact, the majority of our family law clients have experienced abuse. In this program, we are able to provide free legal  
assistance to resolve all the family law issues beyond a restraining order. These issues are critical for the family to establish a new  
family foundation that is safe, strong and consistent. Within this program, we work collaboratively with several domestic abuse shelters 
and programs so that our clients receive holistic support to support the transition from abuse to independence. In 2018, we provided 
free representation to over 200 domestic abuse survivors and consulted with many more to give legal advice and guidance.  

Criminal Law Program
Centro Legal represents individuals who do not qualify for public defender representation but cannot afford to hire a private attorney. 
To qualify for public defender representation, the income requirements are set at 115% of the federal poverty guidelines, leaving a 
significant gap in legal support for those with low and modest incomes. In most cases, we represent our clients in diversions or deferred 
prosecution agreements. Our legal support can help these individuals remain in the community, stay employed and address substance 
abuse or other concerns during their cases. In 2018, we provided representation in 39 misdemeanor cases.

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program
The courts appoint Centro Legal to represent the best interests of children and minor parents in family and paternity cases. We are  
appointed as GALs for most of the minor fathers in Milwaukee County who must interact with the court system to establish  
paternity and parental rights. We also represent children in custody and placement cases. In 2018, we represented the best interests  
of 237 children and minor parents.

Community Outreach and Family Law Classes
In addition to our full representation services, we provide legal advice and information through our consultation program and  
family law classes.

Consultation Program: Cento Legal provides in-depth legal consultations for people with family law concerns. We help  
individuals understand their court orders and complete their paper work, prepare individuals to represent themselves, deter inappropriate 
or ill-timed claims and provide referrals to community resources. Since most people must face the family court system without an  
attorney, we seek to prepare as many people as we can to represent themselves effectively. In 2018, we provided 839 legal consultations.

Family Law Class: Centro Legal teaches family law classes at local non-profit agencies to inform participants about the family  
court process and help dispel common misconceptions. Currently, many of our classes are provided through our participation  
in the Pathways for Fathers and Families (formerly called the Milwaukee County Pathways to Responsible Fatherhood Program).  
By educating fathers about their rights and obligations regarding child support, custody and placement, we seek to equip fathers  
to become more engaged and responsible fathers.

PROGRAMS



CENTRO LE

Annual Event – LeGala
June 21, 2018
Discovery World

 

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
   
Foley & Lardner LLP
Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Northwestern Mutual
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
von Briesen & Roper, S.C.
WaterStone Bank
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP

Nearly 300 guests attended our annual signature event, which 
included live and silent auctions, a wine pull, and a live 
program. Three past clients shared their stories on video with 
us during the program, demonstrating the impact effective 
legal counsel can have in a family’s life. Through the generous 
support of our sponsors and supporters, we raised over 
$100,000 to support our programs and services.



2018 Staff List
Nicole Renouard, Executive Director
Jennifer Montalvo, Senior Attorney
Molly Dobberke Riehle, Staff Attorney
Alex Foundos, Staff Attorney
Chelsea Fischer, Staff Attorney
Molly Kanter, Part-Time Attorney
Maricela Paredones, Legal Assistant

2018 Board Roster
Stephen Boettinger, Harley-Davidson, Inc.
*Domingo Cruz, Northwestern Mutual
Anne Fee, Community Volunteer
*Casey Fleming, Foley & Lardner LLP
*Heather Gatewood, ManpowerGroup
Thomas Gonzalez, Husch Blackwell
*Nadelle Grossman, Marquette University Law School
Thomas Klein, Peckerman, Klein & Van Kirk
*Rebeca López, Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
*Paul Nylen, University of Wisconsin - Whitewater
*Megan Peccarelli, Community Volunteer
Jay Rabideaux, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation
Travis Romero-Boeck, Quarles & Brady LLP
Larry Towers, Towers Law Firm
Brian Trexell, Baird
*Dan Vaccaro, Michael Best & Friedrich LLP

*Member of Executive Committee



2 0 1 8  L I S T  O F  D O N O R S

FOUNDATIONS
Amica Companies Foundation
Bader Philanthropies
Baird Foundation
Direct Supply Foundation
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Emory T. Clark Family Charitable Foundation
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Sarah Margaret Hegarty Foundation Inc.
United Way of Greater Milwaukee and  
  Waukesha County
Waukesha County Community Foundation
We Energies Foundation
Weiss Family Foundation
The James and Rebecca Winner Foundation
Wisconsin Law Foundation
Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation

CORPORATE / LAW FIRMS
Bold Coast Capital
Buelow Vetter Buikema Olson & Vliet, LLC
Crivello Carlson, s.c.
Davis | Kuelthau
Foley & Lardner LLP
Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown, LLP
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Hupy & Abraham, S.C.
Husch Blackwell LLP
Husco International, Inc.
Johnson Controls Inc.
Kohl’s Corporation
Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
ManpowerGroup
Marquette University Law School
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Michels Corporation
Northwestern Mutual
O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C.
Pindel Global Precision
PNC Bank
Quarles & Brady LLP
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C.
Rockwell Automation
State Bar of Wisconsin
Tri City National Bank
UMOS
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
WaterStone Bank
WEC Energy Group, Inc.
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker LLP

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Anonymous
Chad Anthony
Mark Backe
Kelsey and John Bailey
Karen C. Balistreri
Kathleen and Rob Bardunias
Nina Beck
Barbara Becker
Mary K. Bednarik and J. Sheppard Crumrine
Betsie and Bill Berrien
Michael and Jan Berzowksi
John Birdsall
Stephen and Joanne Boettinger
Larry J. Bonney
Christy Brooks
Peter and Joan Bruce
Kathy and Dan Carey
Jessica Carpenter
Michael Carter
Craigh A. Cepukenas
Ernesto Chacon
Beth and Eric Cherveny
Kara Coppage
Courtney Crawford
Mary Lee Croatt

Domingo and Sylvia Cruz
Katie Cunningham
Anza D. D’Antonio
Jeanne Daniels
Clifton Davis
Paulina De Haan
Mercedes de la Rosa
David DeBruin
Dawn DeCicco
Sharon and Jim deGuzman
Paul and Jen Deslongchamps
Hon. John and Hon. Jean DiMotto
Sandy and George Dionisopoulos
Cindy and Brian Dobberke
Merrick and Anita Domnitz
Roman Draba
Craig and Theresa Driscoll
Hon. Michael & Deb Dwyer
Piera Dyer
Chelsey Erwin
Sandi Esquivel
Matthew and Deborah Falk
Anne and Patrick Fee
Monika and Steve Fischer
Casey Fleming
Jason Fong
Norman Fons
Chris Ford
Heather Gatewood
John and Merrily Gatewood
Jessica Graser
Nadelle Grossman
Lori and Michael Hanlon
Michael T. and Kathleen M. Hart
Claire E. Hartley
Paul F. Heaton
Amy and Ryan Heinemann
Doris and Ed Heiser
Chris and Katie Hermann
Colin and Colleen Hutt
Sarah Elizabeth Hyde
Michael Jacq
Lecia and Ben Johnson
Terry and Linda Johnson
Chuck Kahn and Patti Keating Kahn
Molly and Jim Kanter
Christina Katt
Margaret Kelsey
Don and Jean Kiesling
Tom Kinderman
Chris and Joan King
Tammy Klein
Thomas D. and Deborah Klein
Todd Korb
Carol Kracht
Hon. Mary Kuhnmuench
Harvey Kurtz and Yvonne Larme
Eileen and Jack Laffey
Hon. Elsa Lamelas and Luke E. Sims
Nora and Jon Langenfeld
Peter Langhoff
Cathy Leftwich
Mark Leitner
Benjamin Levin
Vada Lindsey
Brittany Lopez Naleid
Katherine Lott
Stephanie Lyons
Deb Lyonsdove
Cecila Macazana
Ann and Jim Maher
Gladys Manzanet
Jan and Vince Martin
Debbie and Ron Maturo
Christine McLaughlin
Patrick and Laura McGartland
Judith and Charles McMullen
Pat and Sarah McNally
Patrick Mehigan
Amanda Melrood
Robert and Jackie Mortensen
Mitchel S. Moser

Anna and Juan Munoz
Terry and Valerie Navin
Joseph Neterval
Kenneth Nowakowski
David Nylen
Greg and Tamara O’Brien
Carrie and Dave Osswald
Mary Palmer
Sarah and Dan Patzer
Megan and Jared Peccarelli
Melanie Persich
Mark A. Peterson
Skip and Ildy Poliner
Jay and Maura Rabideaux
Heather and Austin Ramirez
Peter L. Ramirez
Agatha K. Raynor
Ed and Bunny Renouard
Nicole and Dan Renouard
Steve and Cheri Riehle
Lee A. Riordan
Ronald and Veronica Pruhs Charitable Trust
The ROS Foundation
Tammy Rosenberg
Jay O. Rothman
Leslie Ann Russell Plamann
Jeunesse Rutledge
Sarah Sargent
Anne and Chris Schilder
Pat Schott
Max Schultz
Judy and Bob Scott
Sean Duffey and Dana Thome
Bill and Julie Sellars
Allen Silverstein
Gilbert L. Southwell
Carlton Stansbury
Nancy Stanton
L. William Staudenmaier
Marjory S. Stewart
Patricia Stone
Timothy and Victoria Strattner
Laura Straus
Brenda Stugelmeyer
AnnMarie Sylla
Fred N. Tabak
Moe and David Tarantino
Joseph E. and Kay Tierney
Corina Torres
Christina and Mark Toth
Lawrence Alan Towers
Brian Trexell
United States Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of 
Wisconsin
Daniel and Dawn Vaccaro
Eric and Wendy Van Vugt
Valerie P. Vidal
David Wagner
Sally and Nic Wahl
Hon. Francis Wasielewski
Phyllis Wax
Kathleen M. Westover
Chris Wittman
Catherine Young
Hon. Dean and Debbie Zemel

IN-KIND DONORS
217 on Main
Adventure Rock
Ann Cleven
Anonymous
Bay View Printing Co.
Belle Fiori
Bold Coast Capital
Brew Fitness
Bublr Bikes
Buckley’s Restaurant & Bar
Café Corazon
Clock Shadow Creamery
CMP Tactical Lazer Tag
Coast In Bikes
Colectivo Coffee

ComedySportz
Dan Cesarz
Dan Vaccaro
Danceworks, Inc.
Danielle White
Doc’s Commerce Smokehouse
Draft and Vessel
Discovery World
Eido Walny and Walny Legal Group
First Stage Children’s Theater
Fred Astaire Dance Studios - Milwaukee
Good City Brewing
Great Lakes Distillery
Gouda’s Italian Deli
Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Harvey Kurtz and Yvonne Larme
Heather Gatewood and Dave Poniewaz
Hospitality Democracy
Husch Blackwell LLP
InterContinental Milwaukee Hotel
InterContinental New York Barclay Hotel
Kathleen and George Smullen
Kendra Scott
Lakefront Brewery
Lela Boutique
Megan and Jared Peccarelli
Meredith and Tom Pence
Merriment Social
MillerCoors
Milwaukee Ballet
Milwaukee Brat House
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Film Festival
Milwaukee Fire Department
Milwaukee Food and City Tours
Milwaukee Pedal Tavern
Milwaukee Pretzel Company
MKE Sports & Entertainment & MKE Wave
Mod Gen - A Modern General Store
Mor Bakery & Café
Moe and David Tarantino
Nadelle Grossman
Neroli Salon & Spa
Nicole and Dan Renouard
North Shore Fire Department
O’Neil Cannon Hollman DeJong & Laing s.c.
Orangetheory Fitness
Paul and Jessica Nylen
The Pfister Hotel
Professional Communication Systems
Rebeca Lopez
Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.
Rockin’ Jump
Roundy’s Supermarkets
Ryan Anderson
Sara Harvey
Sarah Pagels
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
Sendik’s Food Market
Sky Trail Wisconsin Adventure Zone
Sky Zone Milwaukee Trampoline Park
Smoke Shack
Stand Eat Drink Hospitality Group - Hotel Madrid
Stella & Dot - Julie Lutz
Stella Van Buren
Stephen and Joanne Boettinger
The Real Good Life
Thief Wine
Three Lions Pub
Third Space Brewing
Tom Klein
University Club of Milwaukee
Urban Ecology Center
US Legal Support (formerly Gramann Reporting, Ltd.)
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
Wade’s Guitar Shop
Waterford Wine Company
Wisconsin Foodie


