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ANNUAL REPORT 2021 

 

Our Mission:  

To improve access to the court system and assure quality legal representation for clients regardless of 

income, ethnicity, or native language by providing legal education and representation to low-income 

clients who are in personal transition out of poverty toward safety and self-sufficiency. 

 

Our Vision: 

Families will achieve stability and build a successful future for themselves and their children.  

 

Our Background: 

For over 30 years, Centro Legal has provided free and low-cost legal assistance to thousands of Milwaukee 

low-income individuals and families facing a crisis.  Our holistic approach helps our clients resolve 

complex issues, overcome obstacles and ultimately transition to a more stable and healthy family 

environment.  We primarily provide family law and criminal misdemeanor defense services, both of which 

are areas that are highly personal, emotional, and with high stakes, particularly when children are involved.  

Our goal is to help our clients successfully navigate the legal system and obtain a successful resolution so 

that they can maintain employment, stabilize their families, and continue moving forward towards financial 

independence and self-sufficiency.   

 

Summary: 

 

2021 Legal Services Summary 

• 718 legal consultations provided  

• 376 cases served with full legal representation  

o 172 family law cases (115 cases involved domestic violence)   

o 186 guardian ad litem cases 

o 18 criminal misdemeanor cases 

 

Who We’re Helping:   

Gender  

Female: 85% 

Male: 15% 

 

Age  

18 to 25: 6%  

26 to 30: 14%  

31 to 40: 36%  

41 to 50: 28%  

51 to 60: 9%  

61+:  6%  

*Adds to 99% due to rounding 

 

Income 

No income to <125% FPL*: 62% 

126 to 200%  FPL: 25% 

201 to 300% FPL: 11% 

300+% FPL: 2% 

FPL refers to Federal Poverty Levels, which differ depending on the size of household.  For example, 

annual income of 125% of the 2021 FPL is $16,100 for a single-person household and $33,125 for a 

family of four. 
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Race/Ethnicity—this adds to 99% due to rounding 

Asian: 5% 

Black or African-American: 27% 

Hispanic or Latinx: 43% 

White (Non-Hispanic): 19% 

Other: 6% 

 

Primary language: 

English: 67% 

Spanish: 26% 

Other: 7% 

 

Financials 

Revenues: $617,235 

 Funding Sources: 

• Donations and Events - $228,169 (donations - $111,126) + (event net - $117,043) 

• Grants - $240,219 

• Paycheck Protection Program - $80,167 

• Client & GAL (GAL fees primarily paid by Milwaukee County) Fee Revenue - $66,494 

• In-kind - $2,186   

 

Expenses: $586,619 

• Total program expenses – $400,822 

o Family Law Program - $269,457 

o Guardian Ad Litem Program - $111,823 

o Criminal Law Program - $19,542 

• Management and General - $99,612 

• Fund Development – $86,185 

 

 

AUDIT:   See pages 3 and 4 of our audit for the Statement of Activities and the Statement of Financial 

Position. 

 

PROGRAMS:   

 

Family Law Program:  

Centro Legal provides complete legal representation in family law matters, including restraining orders, 

child custody and placement, child support and divorce.  These cases often involve serious issues 

regarding the safety and well-being of children.  Over 60% of our family law clients are survivors of 

domestic abuse.  In these cases, we provide specialized services and partner with domestic abuse 

advocates to ensure that our clients receive all the support they need during a transitional and emotional 

period in their lives.  In 2021, we provided representation in 172 family law cases for clients who are 

parents to 287 children in their households. 

 

Domestic Violence Family Law Program: 

Over the last fifteen years, we have developed a particular specialty in providing legal advice and 

representation to survivors of domestic abuse.  In fact, the majority of our family law clients have 

experienced abuse.  In this program, we are able to provide free legal assistance to resolve all the family 

law issues beyond a restraining order.  These issues are critical for the family to establish a new family 
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foundation that is safe, strong and consistent.  Within this program, we work collaboratively with several 

domestic abuse shelters and programs so that our clients receive holistic support to support the transition 

from abuse to independence.  In 2021, we provided free representation to 115 domestic abuse survivors 

and consulted with many more to give legal advice and guidance.    

 

Criminal Law Program: 

Centro Legal represents individuals who do not qualify for public defender representation but cannot 

afford to hire a private attorney.  To qualify for public defender representation, the income requirements 

are set at 115% of the federal poverty guidelines, leaving a significant gap in legal support for those with 

low and modest incomes.  In most cases, we represent our clients in diversions or deferred prosecution 

agreements.  Our legal support can help these individuals remain in the community, stay employed and 

address substance abuse or other concerns during their cases.  In 2021, we provided representation in 18 

misdemeanor cases. 

 

Guardian ad Litem (GAL) Program: 

The courts appoint Centro Legal to represent the best interests of children and minor parents in family and 

paternity cases.  We are appointed as GALs for most of the minor fathers in Milwaukee County who must 

interact with the court system to establish paternity and parental rights.  We also represent children in 

custody and placement cases.  In 2021, we represented the best interests of children and minor parents in 

186 cases. 

 

Consultation Program:   

In addition to our full representation services, we provide legal advice and information through our 

consultation program. Cento Legal provides in-depth legal consultations for people with family law 

concerns. We help individuals understand their court orders and complete their paper work, prepare 

individuals to represent themselves, deter inappropriate or ill-timed claims and provide referrals to 

community resources. Since most people must face the family court system without an attorney, we seek 

to prepare as many people as we can to represent themselves effectively.  In 2021, we provided 718 legal 

consultations. 

 

Annual Event – Centro LeGala 

 

Centro LeGala 

June 10, 2021 

 

The challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic led us to host our second virtual gala in 2021, where we 

celebrated the impact of our services with a virtual program, silent auction, and wine pull. We are deeply 

grateful for the generosity of our sponsors, supporters, and community—through this event, we raised 

nearly $120,000 to support our programs and services.  

 

Presenting Sponsors: 
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Gold Sponsors 

 

 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Baird 
Crivello Carlson, S.C. 

Husch Blackwell LLP 

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 

Northwestern Mutual 

Nylen & Partners 

Quarles & Brady LLP 

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c. 

von Briesen & Roper, S.C. 
 

 

2021 Staff List: 

 

Molly Dobberke Riehle, Executive Director 

Jennifer Montalvo, Managing Attorney 

Alex Foundos, Staff Attorney/Abogado 

Chelsea Fischer, Staff Attorney/Abogada 

Cassidy Sandoval Baker, Staff Attorney/Supervising Attorney 

Ryan Lee, Staff Attorney 

Luami Diaz, Staff Attorney/Abogada 
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Molly Kanter, Part-Time Attorney 

Valerie Lorenz, Development Coordinator 

Maricela Paredones, Legal Assistant 

 

2021 Board Roster: 

 

*Kelsey Bailey, Quarles & Brady LLP 

*Stephen Boettinger, REV Group Inc. 

Marina Croft, International Institute of Wisconsin 

Anne Fee, Community Volunteer 

*Casey Knapp, Foley & Lardner LLP 

*Heather Gatewood, ManpowerGroup 

Thomas Gonzalez, Husch Blackwell 

Thomas Klein, Peckerman, Klein & Van Kirk 

*Rebeca López, Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. 

*Paul Nylen, University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 

*Megan Peccarelli, Crivello Carlson, S.C. 

Jay Rabideaux, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation 

Travis Romero-Boeck, Quarles & Brady LLP 

Hon. Richard J. Sankovitz, ret., Resolute Systems LLC 

Brian Trexell, Baird 

*Dan Vaccaro, Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 

 

*Member of Executive Committee 

 

 

2021 LIST OF DONORS  
 
FOUNDATIONS / NONPROFITS 
Collaborative Family Law Council of Wisconsin 

Marquette Law School 

Herb Kohl Philanthropies 

Milwaukee Bar Association 

Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church 

United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County 

The James and Rebecca Winner Foundation 

We Energies Foundation 

Weiss Family Foundation 

Wisconsin Law Foundation 

Wisconsin Trust Account Foundation 

 

CORPORATE / LAW FIRMS 

Baird 

Crivello Carlson, s.c. 

Davis|Kuelthau, s.c. 

Foley & Lardner LLP 

GE Healthcare 

Gimbel, Reilly, Guerin & Brown LLP 

Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. 

Husch Blackwell LLP 
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Laffey, Leitner & Goode LLC 

Littler Mendelson, P.C. 

ManpowerGroup 

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 

Michels Corporation 

A Neutral View, LLC 

Northwestern Mutual 

O'Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C. 

Peckerman, Klein & Van Kirk LLP 

Quarles & Brady LLP 

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c. 

Rockwell Automation 

Tabak Law, LLC 

von Briesen & Roper, s.c. 

Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker LLP 

 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Ben Abramson 

Mark Andres 

Philip Babler 

Kelsey and John Bailey 

Vicki Baker 

Michael Balter 

Lisa Barczyk 

Laura Bautista 

Barbara Becker 

Betsie and Bill P Berrien 

Michael M. Berzowksi 

Alex Bielinski 

Ron and Barb Blair 

Laurel M Blomquist 

Stephen and Joanne Boettinger 

Joan Bongers Martinez 

Larry J. Bonney 

Kay and Tom Brauer 

Lauren Brauer 

Trish and Nick Brauer 

Shannon Braun 

Andrew and Roberta Brehm 

David Britton 

Mark Cameli 

Christie Carrino 

Michael Carter 

Craigh and Diane Cepukenas 

Tina Chang 

Steve Chernof 

Christin Cleaver 

Maggie Cook 

Marina Croft 

Domingo and Sylvia Cruz 

David DeBruin 
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Matt DeLange 

Marissa Delgado 

Shane Delsman 

Fran Delzer 

Evann Derus 

Hon. John DiMotto and Hon. Jean DiMotto 

Sandy and George Dionisopoulos 

Cindy and Brian Dobberke 

Ellen R. Drought 

Hannah C. Dugan 

Emily Enslow 

Melissa Blair Espin 

Anne and Patrick Fee 

Dominic Fee 

Noah Fenceroy 

Scott E. Fiducci 

Daniel Flaherty 

Bill and Judy Fletcher 

Mark and Christina Fogarty 

Chris Ford 

Alex Foundos 

Laurie Frey 

Hon. Joseph D. Frinzi 

David Froiland 

Heather Gatewood 

John and Merrily Gatewood 

Carol Gehl 

Joshua Gimbel 

Tom Gonzalez 

Joseph and Dina Goode 

Hon. Sandy and Mark Grady 

Jim Gramling 

Katie Gresham 

Paul Griepentrog 

David Grossman 

Jonathan Gruhl 

Jeri Hashiguchi 

Paul F. Heaton 

Jamie Hegarty and Ellen Fulton 

Josh Hernandez 

Mary Hintz 

Bryan B House 

Lauren Hurley 

Sarah Hyde and Zack Brenner 

Michael Jacq 

Christopher Jaekels 

David and Tracy Jahnke 

James E. Bors and Leigh C. Riley 

Scott Jenks 

Andrew and Amy Jones 

Molly and Jim Kanter 
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William Katt 

Margaret Kelsey and Michael Teich 

Lisette and John Khalil 

Cheryl and Neil Kiekhofer 

Thomas and Jean Klein 

Thomas D. and Deborah Klein 

Casey Knapp 

Melissa Koch 

Brett Koeller 

Matthew Kovacich 

Meg Kurlinksi 

James Law 

Michael Leberman 

Ross and Sarah Leinweber 

Mark Leitner 

Joseph Logue 

Maria Lopez 

Rebeca and Marco Lopez 

Yamilett Lopez 

Lynn Ludke 

Gregory Mager 

Vince Martin 

Ron Maturo 

Matthew McClean 

Michael P. McClone 

Andrew McLean 

Judith and Charles McMullen 

Kathy Melone 

Katie Mills Ybarra 

Jennifer J. Montalvo 

Ed and Bridie Mooney 

Moira Moran 

Anna and Juan Munoz 

Daniel Murphy 

Daniel Narvey 

Joseph Neterval 

Karen Newton 

Timothy Nixon 

Kenneth Nowakowski 

David and Michelle Nylen 

Leroy and Edith Nylen 

Paul and Jessica Nylen 

Janet and David Olsen 

Veronica Ortega Ramirez 

Emil Ovbiagele 

Maricela Paredones 

Sarah and Dan Patzer 

Megan Peccarelli 

Melanie Persich 

Roger L. Pettit 

Carol Polivka 
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Maura and Jay Rabideaux 

Heather and Austin Ramirez 

Peter L. and Debbie J. Ramirez 

Erica Reib 

Nicole and Dan Renouard 

Molly Riehle 

Steve and Cheri Riehle 

Lee A. Riordan 

Lisa Rispoli 

Joseph Manuel Rivas 

Olivia Robinson 

Travis Romero-Boeck and Britta Sahlstrom 

Ronald and Veronica Pruhs 

Scot Ruffatto 

Heena Ruparel 

Susan Sager 

Larry Salustro 

Cassidy Sandoval Baker and Jacob Baker 

Richard J. Sankovitz 

Sarah Sargent 

Kelsey Schanke 

Andrew Schroeder 

Tracy Schroeder 

Judy and Bob Scott 

Sean Duffey and Dana Thome 

Dawn Simmerman 

Ashley Smith 

Melissa R. Soberalski 

Gilbert L Southwell 

Sandy Spangenberg 

Carlton Stansbury 

Nancy Stanton 

L. William Staudenmaier 

Emily Stedman 

Maria Theisen 

Sarah Thomas Pagels 

Joseph E. and Kay Tierney 

Jessica Tokar 

Christina and Mark Toth 

Lawrence Alan Towers 

Brian Trexell and Katie Lewis 

Philip and Susan Troia 

Daniel and Dawn Vaccaro 

Valerie P. Vidal 

Sally and Nic Wahl 

Anne Wal 

Waukesha County Community Foundation / Victor and Jayna Schultz 

Phyllis Wax 

Amy Weed 

Sara Westrum 

Shanece Danielle White 
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Jennifer Wolff 

Hon. Dean and Deborah Zemel 

Carrie Ziegler Thomas 

 

IN-KIND DONORS 
88Nine Radio Milwaukee 

Kelsey and John Bailey 

Laura Bautista 

Stephen and Joanne Boettinger 

Trish and Nick Brauer 

Brew Fitness 

Brothers Interiors 

Colectivo Coffee 

Cindy and Brian Dobberke 

Elite Sports Clubs 

Melissa Blair Espin 

Anne and Patrick Fee 

Chelsea Fischer 

Andy Fish 

Bill and Judy Fletcher 

Alex Foundos 

Laurie Frey 

Heather Gatewood 

Joseph and Dina Goode 

Green Bay Packers Foundation 

Hidden Glen At Bentdale Farms 

Lauren Hurley 

 

Kendra Scott 

Thomas D. and Deborah Klein 

Casey Knapp 

Ross and Sarah Leinweber 

Mark Leitner 

Rebeca and Marco Lopez 

Katie Mertz 

Milwaukee County Zoo 

Milwaukee Film 

Daniel Murphy 

O'Neil, Cannon, Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C. 

Megan Peccarelli 

Maura and Jay Rabideaux 

Erica Reib 

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C. 

Molly Riehle 

Travis Romero-Boeck and Britta Sahlstrom 

Cassidy Sandoval Baker and Jacob Baker 

Richard J. Sankovitz 

Sarah Sargent 

Schlitz Audubon Nature Center 

Sendik's 

Emily Stedman 
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The Bartolotta Restaurants Care-a-lotta's 

Jon Thelen 

Sarah Thomas Pagels 

Total Wine & More 

Brian Trexell and Katie Lewis 

Daniel and Dawn Vaccaro 

Amy and David Westrup 

Shanece Danielle White 

Nicole Willette 


